
This report aims to provide information regarding main 

achievements as well as about problems and gaps in 

social development in Bolivia.  

We expect that this information will promote debate 

on the social agenda from a perspective that emphasizes 

the fulfilment of fundamental human rights, and not only 

on the distribution of resources, competences and roles 

within the state. 

Bolivia has achieved significant progress in social devel-

opment, with advances in access to education and 

health services, reduction of extreme poverty, eradica-

tion of illiteracy, improvements in the nutritional status 

of children, and protection policies for senior citizens. 

However, such achievements are still insufficient for 

guaranteeing the universal exercise of fundamental 

rights. 

High rates of poverty, infant mortality and school deser-

tion still persist, as do long-standing inequalities, includ-

ing large disparities in access to basic services and im-

provements in living conditions, not only from a territo-

rial and ethnic point of view but also from a gender 

perspective. 

In response to these problems, the government has 

initiated a process of change based on a new vision of 

the country, which transcends the 

concept of welfare as economic 

growth and monetary wealth. 

This new vision includes the 

elimination of disparities, social 

inclusion, support for education 

and health, protection of the 

environment and an intercultural 

perspective, under a new devel-

opment paradigm called ―Living 

Well‖.  

This new paradigm and its com-
ponents have been recognized in 

the new Constitution as funda-

mental rights of all Bolivian citi-

zens. 

The new vision of development 

entails new challenges, since it 

raises the expectation that the 

process of change will have tangi-

ble impacts on the welfare of the 

population. Under the new para-

digm, it is evident that the role of 

the State is crucial, particularly in 

ensuring universal access to qual-

ity basic social services. The question then is: How can 

we guarantee the fulfilment of the mandates of the new 

Constitution? How can we ensure these rights and 

achieve these objectives in a tangible manner?   Where 

to begin so as to ensure 

the universal exercise 

of all rights? The an-

swer is not easy to 

come by, but we be-

lieve that the achieve-

ment of these objec-

tives is a long-term process which must begin with 

the identification and prioritization of policies and 

interventions aimed at the universal fulfilment of a 
group of minimum fundamental rights included in the 

Living Well paradigm. This does not imply overlook-

ing other rights, but it is a necessary initial step given 

the limited resources available to the Bolivian State. 

The prioritization process must produce a social 

agenda that defines a set of minimum goals to be 

accomplished in the medium term.  

The definition of an agenda centred on such social 

goals will promote tangible results toward the 

achievement of constitutional mandates as well as 

commitments enshrined in international agreements 

on human rights. The universality social rights is fun-

damental, since rights that are not exercised by all, 

become privileges that only provoke disparities, and 

hence become obstacles to the peaceful coexistence.  

In addition, an agenda focused on rights allows to 

identify public policy interventions, whose results can 

be publicly monitored and disseminated. 

We believe that the minimum agenda for the fulfil-

ment of social rights should be centred on the uni-

versal achievement of: (i) conditions necessary for a 

healthy life (including nutrition and access to safe 

drinking water), (ii) quality primary education (iii) a 

decent income and quality employment, (iv) gender 

equality, and (v) the protection of the environment, 

all within a framework of respect towards diversity, 

equity and democratic governance.  

We believe that this moment of historic changes in 

Bolivia, both in the orientation and design of the 

State, is an excellent opportunity to achieve concrete 

progress toward universal access to quality social 

services, as well as toward the development of a 

public policy agenda that should serve to bring to-

gether all Bolivian citizens.  

The report includes data on most of the goals set 

forth above. We hope to complement this report in 

the near future, with indicators on the environment 

and gender equality.  

We hope these reports contribute to the dissemina-

tion of information on social progress, as well as the 
public monitoring and social control of results. 

Guaranteeing social rights for “Living Well” 
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INDICATOR DATA 

Extreme Poverty Rate (2008) 32,7

Primary School (8th grade) Net Enrolment 

Rate (2007) 

91,7 

Primary School (8th Grade) Completion Rate 

(2007) 
74,7 

Infant Mortality Rate per 1.000 Live Births 

(2008) 
50 

Percentage of Chronic Malnutrition (under 

height for age) in Children under Three Years 

of Age (2008 (p)) 

20,3 

Maternal Mortality Ratio per 100.000 Live 

Births (2003) 

229 

Percentage of Households with Access to 

Water Supply Network (2007) 

75,5 
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Despite 

improvement in 

the living 

conditions of the 

country, in 2008, 

more tan 30% of 

Bolivians 

(3.280.000 people) 

lived in extreme 

poverty 

Extreme poverty reduction: Decent incomes for all 

In recent years, 

the percentage 
of the popula-

tion living in 
extreme pov-

erty (*) saw a 
significant re-

duction, de-
creasing from 

41,2% in 1996 

to 32,7% in 

2008.  
In absolute 

terms, it is esti-
mated that in 

2008, the country had more than 
3.280.000 people living in extreme pov-

erty. 
The extreme poverty rate is much 

higher than the average in Latin America 
(12,6%) (**) --a worrying situation.  

Disaggregation of 2008 data by area of 
residence shows large disparities be-

tween rural and urban areas. While in 
rural areas the percentage of extreme 

poverty was 53,3%, it was 22% in urban 
areas.  

In addition, there were large disparities 
between different regions of the country. 

In 2001, Santa Cruz was the department 
with the lowest rate of extreme poverty, 

at 25,1%. On the other end, Potosí and 
Chuquisaca were the 

departments in the 
least favorable posi-

tions, with extreme 

poverty rates reach-

ing 60%.  
There are also im-

portant disparities 
between regions in 

aspects relating to 
health, and access to 

education, water and 
basic sanitation ser-

vices. When data are 
disaggregated ac-

cording to ethnic-

linguistic condi-

tions, even in ar-
eas where global 

figures are more 
encouraging, the 

indigenous popula-
tion is in a worse 

situation as com-
pared to the non-

indigenous popula-

tion. For example, 

in 2007, the aver-
age years of 

schooling among 
indigenous people 

15 years old and older was only of 7,2 years, 
while among the non-indigenous population 

it was 10,5 years. Hence, it is particularly 
important to overcome barriers preventing 

access to basic services by the indigenous 
people if they are to fully exercise their so-

cial, economic, political, and cultural rights. 
 

(*): Understood as the population that does 
not have sufficient income to buy the basic 

food basket. 
(**): The percentage of extreme poverty in 

Latin America has been calculated as the pro-
portion of people whose income is less than 

one dollar per day; therefore, its comparison 
with national information should only be 

considered as indicative. 

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  S T A T U S  O F  H U M A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  B O L I V I A  
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One of the most important factors in determining the 

quality of l ife of any populat ion is access to household 

basic services. Thus, access to drinking water repre-

sents a vital r ight.   

The information concerning access to drinking water 

shows that 75,5% of homes had access to drinking wa-

ter from a water supply network in 2007. This means 

that in the same year, more than 2.400.000 people 

w e r e 

excluded from access to that service.  

To this situation, we should add high dis-

parit ies in access according to the area 

of residence. In 2007, in the urban areas 

of Bolivia, 94,8% of homes had access to 

drinking water, but this percentage was 

only 39,4% in rural areas. This tel ls us 

that investing in drinking water services 

should be a high priority in the remote 

rural areas of the country.  

Access to drinking water services 

Maternal health is a serious concern in Bo-

livia. In 2003, for every 100.000 live births, 

229 women died from causes related to com-

plications during pregnancy or child birth.  

Moreover, Bolivia is not making progress in 

this area. The maternal mortality ratio has 

not decreased since the year 2000 (when 235 

women died for every 100.000 live births.  

If we also compare 

the maternal mor-

tality ratio of 2003 

(229) with the 

Latin American 

average in 2005 

(130), we can see 

how far behind the 

country is from 

the situation of 

the rest of the 

region. As with 

the case of 

infant mortality, 

only Haiti is 

behind Bolivia 

in maternal 

mortality.  

In addition, the percentage of 

births attended by skilled 

health staff has only increased 

from 58,6% in 2003 to 65% in 

2008, which means that three 

out of ten women still give 

birth outside the health sys-

tem.  

Maternal health 

In the year 2007, 

approximately 

2.400.00 people 

did not have 

access to water 

from a water 

supply network 

Only Haiti has 

a higher 

maternal 

mortality ratio 

tan Bolivia in 

the entire 

region 
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Primary education 

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  S T A T U S  O F  H U M A N  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  B O L I V I A  

Education indicators in Bolivia, especially at primary school level, 

have shown major progress in recent years. Although progress has 

been slow and 100% net coverage of primary education has not yet 

been reached, the 

achievement of close 

to 92% net enrol-

ment in 2007 is en-

couraging.  

Despite the ad-

vances, the number 

of children who did 

not attend primary school in 

2007 reached approximately 

155.531(*).  

In the case of enrolment in 

secondary school and pre-

school, progress was more 

modest: in 2007, enrolment in these cycles reached 56,8% and 38,2% respec-

tively. 

In the case of primary school completion rate (8 th grade), it is evident that 

the national trend has been positive in the last decade, rising from 71,5% in 

2001 to 74,7% in 2007. However, differences between departments show the 

need for differentiated interventions by 

region for accelerating progress toward 

universal completion of primary educa-

tion. In 2007, the completion rates in 

Oruro and La Paz were higher than 80%, 

while the rate in Chuquisaca did not 

reach 60%.  

(*): Children who may be in another educational 

cycle or who are not included in the educational 

system. 

In 2007, despite 

progresses in 

education 

coverage, the 

country still had 

approximately 

155.531 children 

who did not attend 

primary school 
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Approximately 

14.000 children 

die before one 

year of age, 

mostly from 

preventable 

causes ( 2008) 

Infant mortality 

In addition, there are important 

regional disparities. In 2008 in La 

Paz, the infant mortality rate is 63 

per one thousand live births, while 

in Santa Cruz the figure is 

less than half, at 31 per 

one thousand live births, 

and in Potosi, the figure 

jumps to 101. In absolute 

numbers, in 2008, in the 

entire national territory, 

approximately 14.000 chil-

dren died before reaching 

one year of age. 

Despite the significant pro-

gresses in the reduction in 

infant mortality over the last 

decades, Bolivia still holds 

the penultimate position in 

the region (only ahead of 

Haiti). Whereas 89 children 

out of a thousand live births 

died before reaching one year of age 

in 1989, in 2008 this figure decreased 

to 50. Despite this reduction, Bolivia 

is still 24 points above the Latin 

American average (as of 2005).  

Child malnutrition 
The nutritional status of children in Bolivia has 

seen an improvement in recent decades. In 1989, 

38,3% of children under the age of three (*) suf-

fered from chronic malnutrition (understood as 

low height for age, which implies a significant de-

lay in growth), while in 2003, this percentage de-

creased to 20,3%. While malnutrition rates have 

decreased over time, disparities persist between 

rural and urban areas. In 2008, the chronic malnu-

trition rate in the urban areas was 11,9%, while in 

the rural area it reached 30,3%. Preliminary infor-

mation for 2008 shows that Bolivia had approxi-

mately 262.557 children under the age of three 

who suffered from chronic malnutrition.  

Bolivia fares badly in comparison to the rest of Latin 

America, as the average chronic malnutrition rate in 

the region is 16%. 

(*): The age range is from 3 to 35 months of age. 

In 2008, Bolivia 

had 

approximately 

262.557 children 

under the age of 

five suffering 

from chronic 

malnutrition 



1. Extreme Poverty. Extreme Poverty. (i) National Information: estimates from responses to the INE (National Institute of 

Statistics) household surveys. Information from the year 2007 is preliminary. The information from 2008 is an estimate carried 

out by UDAPE, taking into account the effects of conditional cash transfers; (ii) Municipal and departmental information: esti-

mates of UDAPE taking into account household expenditures based on household surveys and the National Census of Popula-

tion and Housing (INE); (iii) International information: estimates using the criterion of $us. 1.- per day, undertaken by ECLAC 

(Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean); (iv) Maps: formulated by UDAPE, taking into account estimates 

based on the National Census on Housing and household surveys (INE). (*) Note: Since the estimation methods of extreme 

poverty are not the same at national, departmental and regional (Latin America) levels, information is not strictly comparable, 

hence comparisons should only be considered to be indicative.  
2. Drinking Water. Information taken from the “Dossier of Economic and Social Statistics” UDAPE, 2009. 

3. Educación. National and departmental information: Information published by UDAPE, based on the Education Information 

System (SIE) of the Ministry of Education.  
4. Infant Mortality. (i) National and departmental information: National Demographic and Health Survey (ENDSA) of INE. (ii) 

International Information: ECLAC, 2009, ―Statistical Yearbook for Latin America and the Caribbean‖, Santiago. (*) Note: re-

sults for the year 2008 are preliminary. (*) Note: Infant mortality rates for 1989 were recalculated to compare them with data 

from subsequent years.  
5. Child Malnutrition. (i) National information: National Demographic and Health Survey of INE; (ii) Departmental informa-

tion: 2001 Post-Census Survey of the INE; (iii) International information: ECLAC, 2009, ―Statistical Yearbook for Latin Amer-

ica and the Caribbean‖, Santiago. (*) Note: departmental information has been compiled only for the year 2000, since the Post

-Census Survey of INE was only performed in that period.  
6. Maternal Mortality. (i) National information: National Demographic and Health Survey of INE; (ii) Departmental informa-

tion: 2001 Post-Census Survey of the INE; (iii) International information: ECLAC, 2009, ―Statistical Yearbook for Latin Amer-

ica and the Caribbean‖, Santiago. (*) Note: departmental information has been compiled only for the year 2000, since the Post

-Census Survey of INE was only performed in that period.  
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that enables change within a framework of 

mutual respect. The term ―living to-

gether‖ (convivir) is fundamental: it refers to 

the mutual acknowledgement and respect of 

different points of view, no matter how difficult 

this is. We invite you to join mobilization ef-

The ―Living Together, Sowing Peace‖ 

Campaign seeks to become a shared ef-

fort of all Bolivian citizens. The initiative 

seeks to create an atmosphere which 

enables all Bolivians to join in a mobiliza-

tion and commitment for peace; a peace 

forts for this cause, since peace requires 

facts and actions.  

For more information visit 

www.sembrarpaz.nu.org. Sign up and sup-

port this initiative.  

Edificio Palacio de Comunicaciones Piso 18 
La Paz — Bolivia 
Phone: 591 –2– 2375512 

This bulletin is a joint effort of the Social and Economic Pol-

icy Analysis Unit (UDAPE) of the Government of Bolivia 

and the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP). Its purpose is to disseminate information toward 

the promotion and prioritization of social development is-

sues in the national agenda. The ultimate goal of this initia-

tive is to contribute toward achieving poverty reduction, 

universal access to education and health, gender equality, 

and the protection of the environment.  

 

All information contained in this publication is based on offi-

cial information of the Government of Bolivia and/or infor-

mation from international organizations in the case of com-

parative information from the Latin American region.  

Unidad de Análisis de Políticas 

Sociales y Económicas (UDAPE) 

The “Living Together, Sowing Peace” Campaign 

www.pnud.bo 

About the Information 

Programa de Naciones Unidas Para 

el Desarrollo (PNUD) 

Calle 14 esq. Av. Sánchez Bustamante 
Edificio Metrobol II, Calacoto 
La Paz—Bolivia 
Phone: 591 –2– 2795544 

www.udape.gob.bo 


